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Key Words (NAS95):

Sons of evil (again) did evil - 5x/5v (Jdg 2:11; 3:12; 4:1; 10:6; 13:1)

Serve* - 17x/14v (Jdg 2:7, 11, 13, 19; 3:6ff, 14; 9:28, 38; 10:6, 10, 13, 16)

Sons of Israel cried - 7x/7v (Jdg 3:9, 15; 4:3; 6:6, 7; 10:10, 12)

LORD raised up - 4x/4v (Jdg 2:16, 18; 3:9, 15)

Judge, judged - 20x/16v (Jdg 2:16, 17, 18; 3:10; 10:2, 3, 11:27; 12:7, 8, 9, 11, 13, 14; 15:20; 16:31)

Deliver, delivered, deliverance, deliverer - 28x/27v (Jdg 2:16, 18; 3:9, 15; 6:9, 14, 15, 31, 36, 37; 7:2, 7;
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Chart of Judges -
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*NOTE: Added together, the dates in this column total about 410 years. However, many of the episodes inJudges overlap each
other, unfolding in different parts of the land. (Source)

C H Ryrie - Purpose of Judges Historically, the book serves to link the conquest of Palestine and the monarchy. Theologically, it
provides many examples of the principle that obedience to the law brings peace, whereas disobedience means oppression and
death. Spiritually, the faithfulness of God in forgiving His penitent people is seen even in this period when "every man did what was
right in his own eyes" (Jdg 17:6; 21:25).

J Sidlow Baxter - Failure Through Compromise - lts (Book of Judges) intent is to expose the cause and course of Israel’s ruining
downgrade in such a way as to sting the national conscience into repentant return to Jehovah... Incomplete mastery of an evil at the
outset always means constant trouble from it afterwards, and often defeat by it in the end... Would that we might erase from the
tablets of Israel's history the many dark doings and sad happenings which make up the bulk of this seventh book of the canon! But
alas, the sin of Israel is written "with a pen of iron and with the point of a diamond. "Though Israel wash herself "with nitre" and take
"much soap," yet is her iniquity here marked for all time and for all to see. Says Jehovah, long afterwards, through His prophet
Jeremiah: "l brought you into a plentiful country, to eat the fruit thereof - but when ye entered ye defiled My land, and made My
heritage an abomination" (Jer 2:7). As we cannot obliterate the tragic record, let us be quick to learn from it; for although it is such a
pathetic anticlimax to the book of Joshua, it is nevertheless one of the richest books of Scripture in the salutary lessons and

examples which it contains. (J.Sidlow Baxter: Explore The Book - Judges to Estheronline)

Thomas Constable has a number of excellent quotes - Arthur Cundall suggested that one of the purposes of Judges may have
been to provide apologetic justification for Israel's monarchy. William Dumbrell believed its purpose was primarily to show the
sovereign grace of God in preserving Israel in spite of Israel. Leon Wood wrote that its primary purpose was to show why Israel did
not experience God's promised blessings. Herbert Wolf believed the primary purpose was to show that Israel's spiritual condition
determined its political and material situation. Daniel Block argued that it was to reveal the Canaanization of Israel in the pre-
monarchic period of Israel's history. David Howard wrote that the purpose was "to show the consequences of disobedience to God
and to point the way to a king, who, if he were righteous, would lead the people to God." All these explanations seem to me to be in
harmony with what the book records." (See Constable's excellent introductory comments, about 9 pages - Judges)

Warren Wiersbe - The nation of Israel quickly decayed after a new generation took over, a generation that knew neither Joshua nor
Joshua’s God ... Instead of exhibiting spiritual fervor, Israel sank into apathy; instead of obeying the Lord, the people moved into
apostasy; and instead of the nation enjoying law and order, the land was filled with anarchy. Indeed, for Israel it was the worst of
times. (See context in The Bible Exposition Commentary)

Gary Inrig applies the message of Judges to America - In our time, the winds of the “me generation” are blowing a strong and
deadly virus. “Doing your own thing” has been enshrined as the national life-style, and the virus of relativism has infected every area
of life, especially our concepts of spiritual truth and moral absolutes. Our society is increasingly secular, increasingly pagan, and
vigorously anti-Christian. If ever a verse of the Bible has the ring of the twentieth century about it, it is the motto of the times of the
judges: “Everyone did what was right in his own eyes.”... The book of Judges is filled with people very much like us — people with
God-given potential for greatness and unfailing capacity for catastrophe. When they dared to trust God and depend upon Him, they
were indeed people with hearts of iron, who made a positive, godly impact on their times. But when even the greatest heroes
depended upon the flesh, they were revealed as people with feet of clay, who not only experienced but caused spiritual catastrophe.
(Borrow his excellent book on Judges - Hearts of Iron, Feet of Clay While you cannot copy and paste, this is still a useful resource.
See also his 50 part series online Journey Through Judges - This is a 50 part series online._- see the reader comments to which |

would add - Highly Recommended especially if you are going to teach or preach through Judges!)

Henrietta Mears - Someone has called the book of Judges the account of the Dark Ages of the Israelite people. The people forsook
God (Jdg 2:13) and God forsook the people (Jdg 2:23). Robert Ingersoll (American Agnostic) spoke much of "the liberty of man,
woman and child." His was a godless liberty. The modern equivalent is "doing our own thing." You see this in the book of Judges.
Judges covers the period after the death of their great leader, Joshua, to the ascension of Saul to the throne of Israel... The book of
Judges is in a way another book of beginnings where we see a new nation adjusting her national life. It is filled with struggle and
disasters, but also with the moral courage of a select few. There is a decided monotony in the description of each successive stage
of sin in Israel, but there is an equally remarkable variety in the instruments and methods of deliverance God used. There is
something different in the story of each judge. There are fourteen judges—Othniel, Ehud, Shamgar, Deborah, Gideon, Tola, Jair,
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Jephthah, Ibzan, Elon, Abdon, Samson, Eli and Samuel. (Abimelech, a petty ruler, was not called of God to judge.) There were three
types of Judges: The warrior-judges as Gideon and Samson; Priest-judges as Eli; Prophet-judges as Deborah and Samuel. The
chief judges were Deborah, Gideon, Samson and Samuel... The book begins with compromise and ends with confusion. This is
what happens in every unsurrendered life!... One thing we learn in the book of Judges is that a people who spend much of their
time in disobedience to God make little progress during their lifetime. The book of Numbers recounts the forty years of wandering in
the wilderness, but this book repeats again and again a record of departure from God... Here is an outline for Judges that is easy to
remember. "Seven apostasies, seven servitudes to seven idolatrous and cruel nations, seven deliverances!" We read of humans'
constant failure and God's constant mercy. (See context in What the Bible Is All About or borrow wa copy of What the Bible is All
About)

Ray Stedman - Judges is essentially the story of a deteriorating nation, and as such, it is a picture for us of deteriorating Christian
life... "These things," as the apostle Paul says, "were written down for our instruction.” (1Corinthians 10:11) God retraces in our lives
the very circumstances, the very battles, and the very conflicts that we find Israel going through. In Joshua, the land of Canaan is
the picture of the Spirit-filled life... (In Judges) The principle that always meant defeat in the lives of the nation of Israel is given to us
in the very last verse of the book. If you miss that, you miss the key to the book: In those days there was no king in Israel; every
man did what was right in his own eyes. (Judges 21:25) Notice that it does not say, "Every man did what was wrong in his own
eyes." These people were not trying to do wrong. They were not essentially rebellious people determined to thwart the will of God in
their lives. At this stage of Israel's history these people were very determined to do right, but they were trying to do what was right in
their own eyes. The pattern of peril in this book of Judges can be simply put this way -- they were given over to the folly of
consecrated blundering. They were consecrated, dedicated blunderers -- meaning to do right but ending up all wrong. | can tell you
that no pattern repeats itself more frequently in my counseling sessions than this. Many, many times | have heard people say, "Oh, |
don't know what went wrong. | meant to do right. | did what | thought was best. But everything seemed to go wrong."... The great
lesson of this book, then, is that we must take God seriously about the enemy. Jesus Christ has come to save us from our sins
-- not to allow us to settle down to live all our lives with them. He has come to drive them out from us and to separate us from them.
If we do not take God seriously about these things that we call trivial we will experience an inevitable sequence, taking us step by
step away from the intervening grace of God, onward to a course that brings us at last to moral collapse. | think this is the answer to
those sudden moral collapses of men and women who have apparently been outstanding leaders for God, who present, on the
outside at least, a fair and happy prospect that looks as though their spiritual life is strong. Then suddenly we read of some terrible
moral collapse. What has happened? There has been an inward deterioration, exactly along the pattern of the book of Judges.

(Qverview of Judges- The Pattern of Defeat - Recommended

Charles R Swindoll - Ironically, in this book we meet many heroes of faith: Othniel, Gideon, Samson, Shamgar, Deborah, Jephthah,
Ehud ... flawed individuals who answered God’s call to deliver the Israelites in sometimes dramatic form. The book includes many of
the most graphic, violent, and disturbing scenes in all Scripture—some in the name of righteousness, others in the name of evil. The
primary message of Judges is that God will not allow sin to go unpunished. As Exodus established, Israel was God’s people—He
was their King... The people’s inability to resist sinful Canaanite influences eventually revealed their desire for a centralized
monarchy, led by a righteous king whom God would choose as His intermediary. How do | apply this? Memory is a gift.
Remembering the past teaches us countless lessons about how to live today. The Israelites forgot. They did not remember the
miraculous events that brought them to their land or the covenant that united them to their God. But God did not forget His covenant
—and because of His great love for His people, He disciplined His sinful children so that they might return to Him. Have you
forgotten the great works God has done in your life? Perhaps your difficult circumstances are overpowering your faith. Do you feel as
if He is disciplining you right now? Know that He disciplines those He loves (Hebrews 12:5-11). Return to Him. Remember, trust,
and obey. He is waiting with open arms. (Insight for Living Ministries)

Judges - Driving Out Your Enemies - Precept Ministries International — Inductive Bible Study Today, as in the days of Judges,
everyone does what is right in his own eyes! Absolutes and traditions are pushed aside. Many feel oppressed. The book of Judges is
God's Word for our day of apathy and apostasy. 7 lessons ( Click for discussion of the value of Inductive Study)

JUDGES COMMENTARY
Verse by Verse Commentary
Bruce Hurt, MD

Note - This commentary has been revised Spring, 2022.
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Bible computer program. The resources are made freely available by archive.org but have several caveats - (1) they do not allow
copy and paste, (2) they can only be checked out for one hour (but can be checked out immediately when your hour expires giving
you time to read or take notes on a lengthy section) and (3) they require creating an account which allows you to check out the
books free of charge. To set up an account click archive.org and then click the picture of the person in right upper corner and enter
email and a password. That's all you have to do. Then you can read these more modern resources free of charge! | have read or
used many of these resources but not all of them so ultimately you will need to be a Berean (Acts 17:11+) as you use them. | have
also selected works that are conservative and Biblically sound. If you find one that you think does not meet those criteria please
send an email at https://www.preceptaustin.org/contact. The resources are listed in alphabetical order by the author's last name and
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The following list includes not only commentaries but other Christian works by well known evangelical writers. Most of
the resources below are newer works (written after 1970) which previously were available only for purchase in book form or in a

some include reviews of the particular resource.

Judges. Ruth. Vol. 6: New American Commentary. DANIEL BLOCK - Nashville: Broadman & Holman - 1999

Cyril Barber says this is "An exceedingly valuable exegetical and theological exposition. Based on the NIV,
though Block gives evidence of working from the Hebrew text. Readers will find this a learned, discerning
discussion that readily explains the meaning and message of these twin books. Recommended.

Rosscup - An evangelical contributes 586 pp. on Judges and 151 on Ruth. Introductory sections for both books
survey the state of scholarly opinion and his belief in the integrity and reliability of the biblical books. Copious
footnotes, often lengthy, reflect on others’ views, verifications of points in the books and also in other scripture,
etc. Verse by verse work offers detail on grammar, word meaning, background, customs, and interpretive
problems. Block holds that Jephthah sacrificed his daughter in death. On passages overall, this is a standout
commentary, yet at times it states convictions without a specific answer to other leading views. One instance is
in not commenting on the view that Ruth acted indecently with Boaz at night. Some accounts, as episodes of
Samson, seem for the most part to be explained in reasonable detail. (Commentaries for Biblical Expositors:
An annotated bibliography of selected works)

Tim Challies - Tremper Longman, who has not reviewed Dale Ralph Davis’ volume, gives Block’s commentary
a 5-star rating and says, “This contribution is clearly the best thing available on the book of Judges. Block is
thoroughly aware of all the literature that precedes his own, and he incorporates wha